
‘Bee Story’ Art Workshop

Hello! In this workshop your class will be drawing from observation
and imagination. By the end of the workshop each child will have
created their own story book using our research into the science and
folklore of Irish bees. This workshop was created with junior classes
in mind but could be enjoyed by children of all ages.

Your class will need A4 paper and card, something to draw/colour
with and a glue stick.

Part one Research through drawing. I give prompts throughout the storytelling to draw from
images on screen. In the video, these images are on screen for 1 minute but your class will
likely want more time to draw so do pause the video for an extra few minutes as needed.
Part two I show how to construct a book with 1 A4 page card & 1 A4 page paper. We will
use our research drawings to create a Bee Story. While making your books I recommend
listening to some classical or jazz music.

This workshop would be a great complimentary workshop or starting point for lessons on
biodiversity and nature. Some great sources for more information are:
The All Ireland Pollinator Plan: www.pollinators.ie
Images and info on Irish wildflowers: www.wildflowersofireland.net
The Bee Sanctuary: www.thebeesanctuaryofireland.com
Daily bee facts at www.instagram.com/beesanctuaryireland

Grow a Bee Sanctuary
You could collect and plant wildflower seeds. I have had success with and can recommend
dandelions, snap dragons and mallow. Dandelions are a great option as they go into seed
continually from early spring to very late summer. They are a flower typically undervalued
but an extremely important food source for our native bees! You could experiment as a class
by trying to grow a few types of seeds. Seeds collected and sown in spring/Summer or
collected in Autumn can be stored in paper bags and planted next spring.
What you need: Paper cups, collected wildflower seeds, compost/topsoil

How to: Decorate a paper cup with bee and flower drawings. Fill it with soil and water to
dampen. Sprinkle the seeds a few cms apart on top of the soil. Add a thin layer of soil to
cover them lightly. Put in a sunny window. Water with a spray bottle or sprinkle with water so
as not to disturb the seeds too much. It must be kept damp - never dry out or become
waterlogged. As seedlings grow you can draw them and keep track of their changes.
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